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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
CITATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 



Sir: 



Attached is a list of documents on form PTO-1449 together with a copy of each identified 
document. It is requested that the Examiner consider these documents and officially make them 
of record in accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 and Section 609 of the MPEP. 
By submitting the listed documents, Applicant in no way makes any admission as to the prior art 
status of the listed documents, but is instead submitting the listed documents for the sake of full 
disclosure. 

RespecfMly submitted, 



Raymond O. Linker, Jr. 
Registration No. 26,419 



Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 



"Express Mail" Mailing Label Number EL 822757814 US 
Date of Deposit: December 27, 2001 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 
37 CFR\l.l0 on the date indicated abo> 
Appl ipalfton, Commissiqftqt For Patenl 



QfVVVQ 



Loma Morehead 




CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner For Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231, on 



CLT01/4493584vl 
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2,761,417 




T.A. Russell et al. 


09-04-1956 






2 


2,761,419 




J. A. Mercier et al. 


09-04-1956 






3 


2,761,791 




T. A. Russell 


09-04-1956 






4 


2,942,293 




K. Wahl 


06-28-1960 






5 


3,005,440 




J. F. Padday 


10-24-1961 






6 


3,413,143 




E. Cameron et al. 


ll -26-1968 
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3,474,758 




T. A. Russell 


10-28-1969 






8 


3,508,947 




D. J. Hughes 


04-28-1970 






9 


3,526,528 




Keizo Takahashi et al. 


09-01-1970 






10 


3,539,426 




Setsuo Nakai et al. 


11-10-1970 






11 


3,627,564 




Mercier 


12-14-1971 






12 


3,749,053 




Timson 


07-31-1973 






13 


3,711,312 




Kazutaka Yoshida et al. 


01-16-1973 






14 


3,756,195 




Mercier 


09-04-1973 






15 


3,893,410 




Herzhoffet al. 


07-08-1975 






16 


3,928,678 




Jackson 


12-23-1975 






17 


3,928,679 




Jackson et al. 








18 


3,958,532 




Timson 


05-25-1976 






19 


4,113,903 




Choinski 


09-12-1978 






20 


4,143,190 




Choinski 


03-06-1979 






21 


4,154,879^ 




Choinski 


05-15-1979 






22 


4,221,184 




Grefet al. 


09-09-1980 






23 


4,357,370 




Alheid 


11-02-1982 






24 


4,603,064 




Kania 


07-29-1986 






25 


4,791,168 




Salatin et al. 


12-13-1988 
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♦Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant. 
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5,044,305 




Shibata et al. 


09-03-1991 






27 


5,175,028 




Tanaka et al. 


12-29-1992 






28 


5,279,862 




Corcoran et al. 


01-18-1994 






29 


5,356,669 




Rehfuss et al. 


10-18-1994 






30 


5,356,670 




Briggs et al. 


10-18-1994 






31 


5,360,644 




Briggs et al. 


11-01-1994 






32 


5,458,925 




Hirshburg et al. 


10-17-1995 






33 


5,474,811 




Rehfuss et al. 


12-12-1995 






34 


5,484,629 




Ghosh et al. 


01-16-1996 






35 


5,505,995 




Leonard 


04-09-1996 






36 


5,525,376 




Leonard 


06-11-1996 






37 


5,569,494 




Suzuki et al. 


10-29-1996 






38 


5,601,880 




Schwarte et al. 


02-11-1997 






39 


5,641,544 




Melancon et al. 


06-24-1997 






40 


5,733,608 




Kessel et al. 


03-31-1998 






41 


5,834,052 




Fukumura et al. 


11-10-1998 






42 


5,843,530 




Jerry et al. 


12-01-1998 
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*Exarniner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant. 



